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Law Library Benefits 
From Memorial Gifts 
wo major g ifts have added 
T depth and strength to the Charles B. Sears Law Li-brary . at a time when such support can make a world 
of difference. 
Ellen M. Gibson, associate dean 
for legal informati on services and di -
rector of the Law Library, noted that 
these gifts wi II go direct I y for programs 
that help the li brary better support UB 
Law' s missions of education and com-
munity service. 
"These days, the margin of excel-
lence really has to be provided by pri-
vate donations," Gibson sa id. " lnc reas-
ingly, even public un iversit ies no longer 
can rely on public fund ing." 
T he M. Robert Koren Center for 
Clinical Legal Education, housed on 
the fifth fl oor of John Lord 0 ' Brian 
Hall , was established in 1984 to support 
legal education using new media. Koren 
died this year, and his wife , Hilda, asked 
that donatio ns in his memory go to the 
Koren Center. More than $8,000 was 
donated by friends and associates of the 
well -known Buffalo attorney and UB 
Council chair. 
That money went to good use. It 
purchased camcorders, a video edit ing 
deck, a video projector and an audio 
recorder for the med ia center, accord-
ing to Gibson. 
The projector has made it easie r fo r 
large classes to see video presentat io ns 
because instructors are no longe r li m-
ited to showing mate ria l o n small te le-
vision-type monitors ... T he faculty have 
become very fond of using video to 
supplement thcirteaching," Gibson said . 
adding that these materials .. a re o ften 
the same things that members of the bar 
would use for the ir own continuing le-
gal education.'· 
And students, having grown up in a 
med ia-savvy world , are making use of 
video technology in the ir own class 
presentations. Gi bson noted that s tu-
dents in an environmental law seminar 
videotaped examples o f po llutants in 
the Buffa lo River ; in a labor law course, 
some students inte rviewed pickets a t a 
Bu ffalo hospital during a strike. These 
video segments enhanced the ir proj ect 
presentations and sparked more lively 
discussio n than words ever could have 
alone. 
The addi -
tion of a video 
editing deck. es-
sential for add-
ing po l is h to 
what othe rwise 
wou ld be raw 
footage, will im-
prove the qua l-
ity of such pre-
sentat io ns, s he 
added. 
Clockwork Orange," "Twelve Angry 
Men," "Boyz N the Hood," 'To Ki ll a 
Mockingbird" and Akira Kurosawa· s 
" Rasho mon." 
A $ 1 O,OOOgift from Margaret Cohn 
in honor of her husband, Michael Cohn 
' 12, has been used to c reate the Cohn 
Community Service Collection. Mrs. 
Cohn has been a vita l fo rce in charitable 
and c ivic affairs throughout her life , and 
is wide ly recognized for her fund-ra is-
ing e ffo rts for Camp Lakeland , a 
children' s camp in Franklinville, N. Y. 
In making th is gift to the Law School, 
And j ust for 
fu n , a free 
"Crime and Pun-
ishment" film se-
ries organized by 
P rofesso r Lo u 
Swartz made use 
of the video pro-
jector for a few 
evenings' diver-
s io n. Ho l ly -
wood's idea o f 
the legal system 
was highlighted 
in show ings of 
such titles as .. A 
Left to right: A.,·so(·iate Dean Ellen M. Gibson ·so. 
Margaret Cohen and Hilda Koren. 
Mrs. Cohn recalls that he r husband, 
Michael, always was "'extremely fond"' 
of the Law School. In particular, she 
recalls, he apprec iated the school' s 
attentio n to students, tolerance for di f-
fe rent points of view and rigorous s tan-
dards. 
T he Cohn g ift makes it possible 
for the Law Library to buy mate rials 
that support the work of the Law School 
c lin ics, Gibson said. She noted as an 
example that the Low-Income Hous-
ing Development C linic has been able 
to obtain some otherwise unaffo rdable 
looseleaf services- the CCH Exempt 
Organi:ations Reporter and the BNA 
Housing and Development Reporter 
- and extra copies of a useful book on 
forming not-for-profit o rganizations 
in New York State , Getting Orga-
ni:ed. 
The Cohn gift also ha enabled 
the library to re instate subscri ptions to 
environmental treatises such as The 
Law of Wetlands Regulation, Envi-
m wnental Impact Review in New York, 
and En11irownental Regulation of Land 
Use. G ibson invites suggestions from 
members o ft he bar for additional book 
purchases for the Cohn Collection. 
G ibson said looseleaf services and 
other periodicals - including court 
reporters and legal journals - are 
increasing in price at an annual rate of 
about I I percent, putting the queeze 
on fi nanc ially strapped law libraries. 
The inflation rate for law books is 
even worse. she said -about 15 per-
cent. 
"'That's why private donations can 
really make a difference in the quality 
of services we can offer:· she said .• 
Jacob Weissfeld 
Scholarship Fund 
Established 
A family o f lawyers with a strong UB Law School tradition has established a scholarship to benefit cur-
rent and future students with an interest 
in trial law. 
The Jacob Weissfeld Scholarship 
Fund was created wi th a 
gene rous d onation by 
Richard Weissfeld ' 65 
and his brother Adrian 
R. We issfe ld . The schol-
arship honors the ir late 
father. Jacob Weissfeld, 
a 1927 graduate of the 
Law School who prac-
ticed for more than half a 
century in Buffalo. 
"We tho ug ht it 
would be nice to pe rpetua te something. 
where it would be a continuing benefi t 
to the students," said Richard Weissfe ld. 
He noted that Jacob Weissfe ld 's prac-
tice concentrated on trial litigation. so 
the stipulation was made that the schol-
arship-which should y ie ld about $500 
annually- go to a student ''who exem-
plifies ski lls a a trial lawyer.'' 
Jacob Weissfe ld, in fact , was lit i-
gating cases right up until the time of his 
death. His son note that he partic ipated 
in more than I ,000 court sessions and 
was known in judicial ci rcles for win-
ning the case o f Holmes vs. The County 
of Erie. in which a 1935 Court of Ap-
peals decision overturned the traditional 
rule that munic ipalities cannot be sued. 
"'He represented a sizable number 
of minorities:' Richard Weissfeld said. 
" He started off doing cri minal work, as 
many people did during the Depression. 
Then he switched and became basicall y 
a plaintiffs' pe rsonal injury lawyer,'· 
representing the vic tims of automobile 
accidents and other tort cases. 
Associate Dean Alan 
S. Car rel. in a letter of 
thanks, wrote of Jacob 
Weissfe ld: " He was one 
o ft he most accomplis heel 
tria l lawyers in the area 
and was also kind enough 
to give young attorneys 
such as me guidance and 
ass i t ance w he neve r 
asked . He was a master 
in the courtroom w ho 
. erved his c lients well 
and was a tremendous credi t to our 
profession ... 
Also surviving Jacob Weissfeld is 
his wife. Ann Schre iber Weissfe ld. who 
became a legal pioneer by graduating 
from UB Law School in the early 1930s. 
at a time when few women took legal 
training. Mrs. Weissfe ld practiced as an 
associate for a couple of years. her son 
said. but ga' e up her career when she 
married . There was, however. plenty o f 
legal talk around the d inner table. he 
said. 
Adrian and Richard Weissfeld. who 
practiced in partnership with the ir fa-
ther. continue on wi thout him under the 
firm name of Wei~s fcld . Wcissfelu & 
Wcissfcld. • 
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